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           January 7, 2016 
 

 
Dear Fathers and Pastoral Leaders, 
 
We have begun our observance of the Jubilee of Mercy. Pope Francis has invited the entire Church to reflect 
more deeply on God’s mercy in our lives and to become the instruments of that mercy in the world. 
 
The Sacrament of Penance or Reconciliation naturally has an important place throughout the year. It offers 
an experience of God’s mercy in a personal and transformative way. Parishes are invited to offer special 
opportunities to celebrate this great sacrament of mercy and forgiveness in the course of the Jubilee. 
 
The Holy Father has also indicated the Fourth Sunday of Lent as a special moment of prayer and celebration 
of the Sacrament of Penance. In Rome, it is called Twenty-four Hours with the Lord. Last year, our version of 
this observance was called The Festival of Forgiveness. In keeping with the Jubilee theme, this year in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, our observance will be called Days of Mercy and Forgiveness. It will take place at 
the same time (the weekend of the Fourth Sunday of Lent) as the observance in Rome and so express our 
communion with the universal Church. 
 
You may wish to begin planning for the Days of Mercy and Forgiveness now. The hope is that, from Friday 
to Saturday on the weekend of the Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 4-5), every parish would offer expanded 
opportunities for the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance and for prayer in the parish church. Some 
parishes may wish to offer the Sacrament of Penance for twenty-four hours. If they do, we ask that they 
take responsibility for finding confessors for that time.  Parishes may also wish to offer other opportunities 
for prayer, such as Eucharistic Adoration, Lectio Divina, or prayer in common.   
 
The Office for the New Evangelization and the Office for Divine Worship will provide the following resources 
and support: 
 

 a guide for confessors (downloadable) 
 a guide for penitents (downloadable) 
 a customizable Act of Contrition prayer card, available for purchase, which can be used to share 

information on your parish’s Reconciliation times, especially good for distribution on Ash 
Wednesday to promote this event (ordering info. available by Jan. 18) 

 a list of best practices drawn from parishes that had very positive experiences during last year’s 
Festival of Forgiveness (available by Jan. 18) 

 publicizing of the services and hours of Reconciliation offered by parishes, if they inform us and wish 
us to do so;  email information to  ejohnson@archchicago.org  

 additional resources and information on the website: www.jubileemercy.org  
 
Please contact the Office for the New Evangelization at 312-534-5299 with any questions.   
 
In this Jubilee, may God’s mercy touch all of us but especially those who are most in need of it. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. Louis Cameli      Deacon Keith Strohm 
(312) 573-4436; cameli@mindspring.com  (312) 534-5316; kstrohm@archchicago.org 
  


